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Abstract. The paper considers moving locally predefined (MLP) finite element remeshing tech-
nique for deep penetration of the rigid cone into homogeneous and porous medium. Remeshing
presents a computational tool implemented in the form of postprocessor type software compatible
with standard FEM codes. It involves a transfer operation combining both the moving least square
method based on stress patch recovery and the interpolation method for transfer of state variables.
The developed MLP remeshing is able to overcome numerical difficulties occurring due to large
distortions of the Lagrangian mesh and contact sliding and capture steady-state behavior. It shows
good performance in modeling of cone penetration into elasto-plastic homogeneous and porous
media reaching several diameters of the cone.
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1. Introduction

Recently, the finite element method (FEM) teezome a universal and powerful compu-
tational tool applied to many different problems of engineering analysis and has been a
subject of an increasing amount of study forre time. The quality of numerical solu-
tions depends, however, on the quality of the finite element mesh, where the appropriate
meshing technique can considerably affeet final result. A complicated geometry and
physics as well as a large amount of elements require the use of automatic meshing in
order to considerably reduce the users’ influence and the human errors in this process.
By now there has been a considerable effort devoted to the development of mesh-
ing and remeshing algorithms and software. The postprocessor type remeshing technique
referred to as the adaptive FE analysis hesrbsuccessfully used for the solution of lin-
ear elastostatic problems. Adaptive algorithms consist of building a new mesh, using the
same type of elements, and ‘adapting’ the element size to the requirements of the solu-
tion. It means, reducing their size, when the interpolation must be enriched, i.e., higher
accuracy is needed, and enlarging the @ets, when it is already accurate enough. A
remeshing technique is, actually, a computational tool giving the desired element size in
the domain as a function of the pointwise error. An error assessment is needed to design
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a new mesh verifying the accuracy prescription. The best mesh for a given FE analy-
sis problem can be defined as a compromisiveen both the need for accurate results
and the desire for computational efficiency. A consensus in terms of an optimal mesh is
generally reached by combining the intelligent remeshing strategies and rigorous error
estimation. Among numerous contributions, the works of Diez and Huerta (1999), Lee
and Hoobs (1999), Owen and Saigal (2000), Bawgya. (2001), Vasiliauskiea and
Bausys (2002) illustrate the hasdeas of mesh adaptivity.

At present, the formal structure of the adaptive FE technique for linear elliptical prob-
lems is well known. This is not the case for non-stationary geometrical and, especially,
structural non-linear problems, where the solution domain is undergoing considerable
changes. However, due to large deformation in the process and the inherent nature of
useful Lagrangian formulation with mesh nodes attached to material points, the finite
element mesh distorts considerably. Theads to inaccuracies in computation of the
state variables, numerical instability and inaccurate description of the deformed geom-
etry, especially, contact geometry. Actually, the approximation of moving continuum by
the time-dependent FE mesh presents two slightly different subproblems — generation of
initial mesh and its adaptation in motion.

Perhaps the most general solution of a dynamic non-linear solid problem may be
found in the framework of the Arbitrary Lagrangian Eulerian (ALE) formulation. A num-
ber of works of Belytschko and co-authors are reviewed in the book (Belytsttdtq
2001) presenting a theory and some computational aspects of the FE ALE formulation. It
describes both the motion of the material and the motion of the mesh, with mesh velocity
being not equal to material velocity. Along with its versatility the ALE approach requires
the evaluation of a new mesh in each time step and is quite expensive both in terms of
solution effort and price of the software codes. Meshing problems related to different
formulations have been discussed by Chenot and Bay (1998).

In terms of the conventional Lagrangian formulation traditionally used in mechanics
of solids and a wide range of engineering applications, the mesh distortion problem can
be resolved with a proper remeshing technique. In this case, a solution procedure cannot
be repeated from the initial configuration, but has to be continued from the previously
computed state. The basic ideaanfvanced remeshing is to ensure discretisation of the
current deformed configuration, with all history-dependent variables being transferred
from the reference mesh to the new deformed mesh. It comprises a loop of operations
until the required accuracy has been reachetraquires a decision making mechanism
for remeshing. The remeshing concept in the Lagrangian framework will be kept in mind
throughout the paper, avoiding discussion about the formulation which would make the
paper overlong and go beyond the scope of tiyggp. In addition, it would be quite natural
for dealing with porous media as it has been used in various applications.

The potential areas of engineering applications driving the development of the FE
remeshing technique mainly concern metal forming (&tal., 1997; Chand and Kumar,
1998; Liuet al., 1998; Alveset al., 2003; Gautharet al., 2003) and fracture mechanics
(Bouchardet al., 2003; Yang and Chen, 2004).

The use of remeshing in other engineering areas, including geotechnical problems, is
still limited. The applications concern standard problems such as bearing capacity anal-
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ysis of strip and circular foundations (Hu and Randolph, 1998) and pile driving (Liyana-
pathiranaet al., 2000). One of the most challenging issues in geotechnical engineering
is simulation of cone penetrations tests (CPT) used to evaluate in-situ properties of soil,
since the cone must be pushed into soil wathrertical displacement several times the
diameter of the cone. However, a large distm of the finite element geometry dur-

ing penetration leadinto ill-conditioned equations and failure of an iterative process
restricted the application of the FEM to Ciiodeling. Recently, remeshing as an alter-
native to avoid a large mesh distortion has been applied for these purposes (Markauskas
et al., 2003; Susila and Hryciw, 2003).

Up to now, all the above mentioned applications of remeshing have been limited to
modeling the solution domain as a single field medium. However, most of the problems
are really multi-physics problems, where cting of different field variables has to be
taken into account. Remeshing issues with respect to the coupled thermo-mechanical
problems and related to metal forming problems are reported bytlaée(2002) and by
Wriggers and Rieger (2003), while peneima into the porous medium with remeshing
described in terms of the coupled solid-pore water model is presented by Markauskas
(2003).

An advanced FE remeshing technique cosgsiboth the theoretical and algorithmic
aspects. Theoretical aspects are maneated to quality of mesh to be continuously
monitored during the entire simulation process, where error estimation procedures play
a crucial role. Different universal and problem-oriented error estimators based on the
error norm of stress, strains or energy as well as different error indicators frequently
used in adaptive FE analysis (Zienkiewicz and Zhu, 1992; Hu and Randolph, 1998; Diez
and Huerta, 1999; BauSys al., 2001; Gauthanat al., 2003) may be explored for these
purposes.

Besides the above error-based criteria on element size distribution, it would be also
necessary to have a geometrically based measure of the deformation of the mesh char-
acterising the geometric dagtion of the elements (Zhat al., 1997; Liuet al., 1998;
Gautharmet al., 2003; Alveset al., 2003). The majority of these are based on geometric
metrics such as aspect ratio, diagonal ratio, skew, taper, etc. Theoretical aspects related
to a specific remeshing issue, namely, thealae transfer operation between meshes,
seems to be originally generalised by Petial. (1996).

The geometric measures, however, cannotwrapall difficulties associated with the
description of geometry in the case of contact problems. When the contact boundary is
not exactly recovered, the geometry errors provide artificial shocks of contact forces de-
stroying monotonic convergence of the iterative process. The theoretical solution of this
problem has not been known until now, while in engineering applications the problem is
being solved in an algorithmic way combining the theoretical knowledge with the heuris-
tic and semi-empirical arguments.

Now, the number of studies devoted to algorithmic aspects of the remeshing technique
are growing fast. In this respect, it can be sththat a considerable effortis focused on the
development and improvement of the meshing and remeshing codes in different fields.
On the other hand, the most popular universal and problem oriented FE codes used in
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research and industry are seldom suppbviéh the remeshingtilities, dthough many
details of the algorithms are not available for commercial reasons.

The algorithmic issues mainly comprise tHeae of elements, remeshing strategies,
mesh generation technique and data transfer between different meshes. The most com-
monly used finite elements for the simulation of 2D problems are linear or quadrilateral
elements. The application of the constantsgrigiangle is limited by its insufficient accu-
racy, though the generation of mesh is considerably easier @etic1996; Boucharet
al., 2003). The latest advantage has been extensively explored in the adaptive remeshing
by applying six-node triangular elements (Hu and Randolph, 1998). However, the quadri-
lateral elements forming the basis of stiwetd meshes have not received due attention in
remeshing procedures. This could be accoufdethe difficulties in generating unstruc-
tured all-quadrilateral meshes. The remeshing algorithms with four-node quadrilateral
mesh generators for the 2D metal forming problems are demonstrated by Gaafigiam
(2003) and by Chand and Kumar (1998). In the case of remeshing for a large deformation
analysis, eight-node elements might be preferable @, 1997; Pedersen, 1998). In
recent years, a great effort has been made ireldping three-dimesional remeshing
algorithms (Leeet al., 2002; Alveset al., 2003), where the discussion around the choice
between tetrahedral and hexahedral elements is still continued.

The aim of remeshing is to provide a proper discretisation tool to continue simulation
for the whole structure deformation period. This aim may be achieved by implement-
ing the corresponding remeshing strategy to be addressed in this discussion. In general,
adaptive remeshing with an adaptive mesh perfectly fitting the deformed geometry at any
time increment may be considered the most perfect modelling strategy. The generation
of a new mesh is required, when a number of elements may get excessively distorted
outside the quality limits. Here, any element and time step size have to be automatically
adjusted according to givenitaria. Examples of the partitar problem-oriented adap-
tive remeshing are presented by Zétwal. (1997), Bouchardt al. (2003) and Gautham
et al. (2003).

In adaptive remeshing applications, the number of elements is typically increased,
when a mesh is renewed. Frequent adaptimeaghing, however, results in an increase
in both the cost and the error of computation. In order to control the total model size,
constant mesh-structural topology strategy is used as an alternative. This alternative is
based on the concept of a background mesh. The background mesh can move with the
deformed domain geometry. In most cases, the background mesh is a structured mesh,
whereas the available elements are cotre¢ed in the areas of the model, where the
largest stress and strain gradients occur.

Generally, mesh distortion may have a global or local nature. In the case when the
average mesh quality is outside the limits, ghebally predefined remeshing procedure
with recalculation of new positions of the nadis employed. The location of new nodes
is obtained by sweeping the mesh accordingylobal changes of the entire structure
(Chand and Kumar, 1998; Pedersen, 1998; étezt., 2002).

Otherwise, the strain and stress often concentrate in some locations within the solution
domain. They may occur in interfering with the rigid boundary as in metal forming (Liu
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et al., 1998; Gauthanet al., 2003) and penetration problems (Markauskas, 2003 ) or

in the propagation of locally embedded cracks during fracture (Boudtaid, 2003).
Therefore, only a few elements cause a sevfstortion, while the remaining elements

are deformed slightly. The local distortion may be avoided in two ways. Fitsitgl
readjustment may be done by generating a new mesh having a new topology with special
attention to a local subregion, for example, in the vicinity of the crack tip (Yang and
Chen, 2004). Secondly, thecally predefined strategy is that the elements in a new mesh
retain after remeshing the same mesh-structural topology as the old one. Some examples
of local remeshing in metal forming are presented byetial. (1998). Actually, different
combinations of remeshing strategies supplied by different error and distortion measures
can raise the efficiency of the FE simulation.

Another most important issue in remeshing is the transfer of the state variables be-
tween old and new meshes during an incremental transient or non-linear process. Since
mapping cannot be supplemented with equilibriiterations, mappingrrors may propa-
gate and pollute the whole simulation. Two basic mapping methods have been evaluated.
The intra/extrapolation method using contienal FE shape functions is applied mainly
for the transfer of nodal values of primary gtafariables such as displacements or pres-
sures (Pericet al., 1996; Alveset al., 2003), while a moving least square method is
applied to the transfer of the values of secondary state variables such as stress, strains,
internal variables, etc., defined in Gauss integration points (Chand and Kumar, 1998). A
combination of both methods is also possible (Pedersen, 1998&tzhy1997).

The paper addresses the moving locally predefined FE remeshing technique for deep
penetration of the rigid cone into deformable medium. Remeshing techique presents a
problem-orented computational tool implemented in the form of the postprocessor type
software compatible with standard FEM codes. A major goal is to illustrate the capability
of the developed technique to capture steady state penetration of the cone into the porous
media with penetration depth of several diameters, which is still a very difficult or even
insolvable problem using standard FE software.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the cone penetration problem and
the main solution issues are described. The coupled two-field FE model with remeshing
for the non-linear elasto-plastic porous medium are presented in Section 3. The proposed
moving locally predefined FE remeshing technique involving the transfer of the state
variables is reported in Section 4. Finaltile numerical performance of remeshing by
the investigation of penetration into homogeneous and porous media is illustrated and a
discussion on the results is reported in Section 5.

2. Problem Description

The cone penetration test is an effective experimental tool to evaluate in-situ properties
of the soil which is extensively used in geotechnical engineering. One of the primary
applications of these tests was to measteedone resistance. Advanced devices also
involve measurements of the friction along the sleeve of the tool and the pore pressure at
different locations.
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Actually, the most important characteristic relating to experimental measurements and
mechanical properties of the medium is cone resistance which has to be obtained by deep
steady-state penetration. It presents the acting resultant force on the cone tip divided by
the cone cross area. Typically, the whole penetration procedure follows from several to
dozens of meters.

The experimental device referred to as penetrometer presents a cone on the end of a
series of rods. It is pushed into the deformable medium at a constant rate. The cone with
a diametew of 35.7 mm, cone tip angle — 8@nd penetration speed equal to 2 cm/s is
usually referred to as a standard one (Luatna., 1997).

Nowadays, most of the efforts of engineers are focused, however, on the correlation
and correction of measurement results, rather than physical interpretation of factors in-
fluencing the stress and pressure fields around the cone. An efficient way of interpreting
cone-soil interaction is numerical modeling. The finite element method widely used in
engineering alongside the existing semi-empirical approaches, becomes the most attrac-
tive alternative to handle the penetration problem and the influence of various factors on
cone resistance.

In the numerical simulations, the penetrometer is considered to be a rigid cone pre-
embedded into a hole pre-bored in deformable half-space medium (Fig. 1). The penetra-
tion process is initiated by applying displacemerto the rigid surface of the penetrom-
eter, until a steady state is reached. The nurady obtained loading curve relating to
the resultant load" acting on the tip of the cone and cone displacemeate the most
important characteristics of the resistance and, at the same time, the quality indicator of
numerical analysis. Actually, to capture theady-state behavior and cone resistance of
soil, the cone must be pushed into the medium at the depth of several diameters of the
cone.

Since the cone is penetrating by vertical loading, the 3D problem may be reduced
to axi-symmetric one with 2D domain (Fig. 2). To avoid boundary effects at the start of
the analysis, the cone is placed into a pre-bored hole having the initial depfth the
surrounding soil 8l in its in-situ stress state.

The soil region divided by finite elements should be considerably large to avoid the
influence on the result of the replacemefttite infinite half-space by a limited size
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Fig. 1. lllustration of cone penetration.
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Fig. 2. 2D solution domain (a) and the smoothed geometry of penetrometer (b).

zone. The size of the 2D solution domain is defined by two paramdieas\dh + H,

the values of which are usually verified by numerical experiments with a larger domain.
The symmetry axis and the bottom boundary are assumed to be rigid, while the right
boundary reflects the exteahsurrounding infinity medim, where boundary conditions
may be prescribed by using a rigid surface or infinite elements.

The nature of the penetration problem is highly non-linear, while the main difficul-
ties are referred not only to large strain and material non-linearities governed by con-
tinuum mechanics equations, but also to considerable changes of geometry of solution
domain and mainly, as a consequence, to contact sliding. The reliable response calcula-
tion requires, however, the proper choice of the FE discretisation as well as mathematical
problem formulation.

Up to now, all known FE applications to cone penetration problem were performed
using the structured quadrilateral mesh. The arguments to prefer this meshing strategy
to a popular adaptive approach may be explained as follows. The problem contains two
concentrators, the cone tip and sharp connection of the cone and the sleeve. A traditional
procedure of the adaptive finisdement refinement leads even to a larger local distortion
of mesh in the vicinity of the concentrators, and, as a consequence, the simulation process
of penetration fails at smaller displacement values. To avoid such a large mesh distortion,
larger elements can be used (Shetrgg., 1997; Mabsougt al., 1995), but, in this case, the
accuracy of calculated stress values decreases dramatically. Difficulties of another type,
apart from FE mesh, are associated witk ttonventional displacement approach and
Lagrangian type problem formulation for a single constant topology mesh. It was pointed
out by van den Berg (1994) and later reported by Setray. (1999), Markauskast al.

(2002) and Voyiadjis and Kim (2003). Large distortions of the finite element geometry
during penetration leading to the failure of an implicit iterative solution schema restricted
the application of the FEM to CPT modeling. Probably the most successful latest results
of this kind, with application to porous medium, were reported by Voyiadjis and Kim
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Fig. 3. Results of CPT analysis without remeghia) deformed geometry, b) loading curve.

(2003). They were related, however, not to a standard but to mini cone and were limited
by penetration depth of 3.5 diameter of the cone.

The interpretation of the local behaviour (Markauséaal ., 2003) illustrates that not
only distortion, but contact sliding play a crucial role. By sliding of the cone with respect
to a solid, the outer contact solid node after a certain period of relatively slow sliding loses
the contact with the conical surface of the cone and moves along the vertical surface of
the sleeve at a higher rate.

To illustrate the arising difficulties, cone penetration analysis with contact behaviour
is considered using a smooth cone with smoothed geometry (Fig. 2b), where a sharp
cone-sleeve connection is approximated by a circular curve with the rounded-offradius
Numerical results obtained for the cone with- 10 mm presented in Fig. 3 are a typical
illustration of the cone behaviour. As follows from a simple observation, a large distortion
of mesh (Fig. 3a) and the irregular character of a loading curve (Fig. 3b) leading to the
failure of computation process at relativelynall displacement values clearly indicate
unsatisfactory validity of numerical simulation. In this case, the corner node criterion
value (Erhartet al., 2001) is below 0, which indicates that an element is irregular. By
using a smaller value of the rounded radius, finally tending to the sharp angle, and by
including the increasing roughness of contact, this tendency is even worse.

Finally, the above drawbacks show that a single mesh strategy is not able to follow
deep penetration, therefore, new innovative meshing strategies are required, one of which
is expected to be moving locally predefined remeshing.

3. Mathematical Models

The deformable medium penetrated is expected to be a soil which consists of solid grain
particles and voids that are filled with water and/or air. Generally, the soil presents a
mixture, the behaviour of which may be described by a mathematical model of multi-
phase deformable medium.

In the framework of the current investigation, deformable medium is considered to
be the two-phase porous medium consisting of solid grains (skeleton) and pore water.
Each phase is regarded as individual continuum following its own behavior governed
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by different equations. The skeleton is assumed to be elastic-plastic solid undergoing
large strains and large displacementsijlevthe flow of pore-water through the voids is
assumed to follow Darcy’s law. Under certain assumptions, the flow of pore-water may be
neglected and two-phase medium model may be transformed to homogeneous continuum
model.

A mathematical model explored here to describe the medium is a widely used La-
grangian continuum mechanics approach with respect to remeshing. It is based on the
equilibrium of internal and egtnal virtual works in the current configuration correspond-
ing to timet + At and should be written for the current volufe*V as:

/ t+AtTij . 6t+At€ijt+Atd V= é‘t-ﬁ-AtR, (1)

t+ALYy

Wheret““Atnj are the Cartesian components of the Cauchy stress téh%eij are the
Cartesian components of an infinitesimal strain tensow&hd’ R is the virtual external

work. Thet denotes time related to reference configuration, whitestands for time
operation interval. It is not related to time step associated with the appropriate numerical
incremental procedure. Such interpretatiefiacts the essence of the developed remesh-
ing technique and enables us to omit a discussion concerning the computational aspects
of the total and the updated Lagrangian formulations.

Here and further, the left-side superstiipdicates the configuration related to time
t in which the quantity occurs, while the left-side subscript indicates the configuration
in which the quantity is measured. If the quantity occurs in the same configuration in
which it is also measures, the left subscript may be omitted, e.g., we may e, =
T

The body is described by a non-linear consivel relationship as well by non-linear
contact boundary conditions, but since it alsadergoes large displacements and large
strains causing the unknown current configurations, the relation in (1) cannot be solved
directly. In spite of certain differences oacing in interpreting the Lagrangian approach
(Bathe, 1982; Crisfield, 1997; Belytschkbal., 2001) all of the studies define stress and
strain measures referred to the refere configuration corresponding to tirhe

In addition, the behavior of porous solid is also affected by pregsofgore-water
filling the voids, and the concept of effective stress is employed to describe the effect of
strong coupling, where conventional Cauchy stress ténspis replaced by the effective
Cauchy stress tensbr;; such that

t’T'l-/j = t’Tij + tp5ij, (2)
whered;; is Kronecker delta.

The coupled soil-pore fluid model of porous di@n presents the equilibrium equa-
tions of the skeleton-fluid mixture which can be written using the principle of virtual work
(1) with respect to (2) and the balance ofssawhich simply meanstaansient seepage
equation. By considering saturated incompressible medium and omitting the details, it



498 R. Katianauskas, D. Markauskas

may be sufficient to consider a general matrix form of coupled transient static finite ele-
ment equations, expressed in terms of the nodal displacefehtsiodal pressuregp}
and their velocitie§u} and{p} (Zienkiewicz, 1984):

[ B
-QT 0] | p(t) 0 Hjlp®))  Lla®) )

Here,[ K] presents the structural stiffness matrix, and the fluid ma#dx presents
permeability, while[Q] couples the field of pressures imetequilibrium equations. The
right-hand vector stands for external forces and fl¢ws and{q} including boundary
terms.

The incremental Lagrangian FE formulation of coupled equations (3) may be
presented as follows (see for example Voyiadjis and Abu-Farsakh, 1997; Potts and
Zdravkovic, 1999):

‘K 'Q ]ftAu) _ ['AF .
[—tQTtHAthAP}{tAq}' @

Here,{!Au} and{*Ap} are increments of the nodal displacements and pressures during
time operation intervalt, [! K|, [!Q] and[' H] presents the coefficient matrices defined

in configurationt, while {AF} and{*Aq} are increments of the external nodal load
and flow, respectively.

Increments of the nodal variables for the time intethalare defined in a usual man-
neras{tAu} = {*2tu} — {tu}.

The original formulation (3)—(4) assumes the single initial finite element mesh defined
for the entire operation interval. Let us denote values of the scalars, vectors and matrices
at timet related to the mesh by the right-side subscripi.

As it is obviously used in the finite element method, a discussion on the matrices
of (4) will be continued for an individual elementdenoted hereafter by the right-side
superscript. Let us consider mesh, defined in reference configurationFor the sake
of simplicity, the incremental stiffness matrix may be presented in two terms:

KY] = / BT [fCr ()| LBV

ty/e
Vh

+ / (B ] T B )iV, (5)
tV’f

Here, the integration is performed in the reference voldi¥ig defined in meshh.

The first term expresses the conventional stiffnéds®] including initial displace-
ments, while the second terfhK&] denotes the geometric stiffness matrices. Here,
[tB¢] = ['B$] + ['B% ] is the non-linear strain-displacemt transformation matrix
for the total strain composed of the linear and non-linear tgfi$ | and[* BS,, ], re-
spectively[!C®P] is the elastoplastic material property matrix depending on the internal
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variable!y¢, which, in our case, is a history-depent hardening parameter, while ma-
trix [*r] stands for Cauchy stresses. The contact boundary conditions between the de-
formable medium and the rigid cone surface may be also implemented in different ways.
The kinematic measures of overclosure ancetdtive shear sliding are controlled at each
prescribed integration point. They have to be obtained in the same manner as the stiffness
matrix (5). The remaining matricéaQ¢ | and[* Hf] are defined in a similar manner.

The given incremental right hand vectdfe\ Fy' } and{*Ag } are defined in a similar
way. The load vectof’ AFy } is presented as follows:

(AFf) = (SF) - [ 1By, ©)

ty/e
Vh

Here,{*+2tF*} is the vector of the external applied nodal loads at timeAt incorpo-
rating body forces and tractions, while the second term presents the resultant nodal forces
due to element stresses at tite
At a certain time instanck, when the current configuration undergoes considerable
changes distorting initial meghdefined at reference configuratigra new mesh should
be generated. By applying the remeshiegiinique, the incremental equation (4) and the
corresponding matrices must be reformulated in the new rhesh, while the solution
procedure has to be continued from the previously computed state related to the.mesh
Now, the stiffness matrix (6) has to be defined as

r e r e tr ~e r. e r De r
TRl = [ BT O ) BV
Vi
+ / (OZT LIS 5 : T L @)
Tf,VE

h+1

Computation of the new matrix (7) may be implemented in different ways. The current
developmentis aimed at keeping to standaotpdures as much as possible. The integra-
tion methodology over the deformed domain is, generally, mesh independent. Since the
new material property matri” C°?] and geometric matricé§ By, , ;] and["" B, 1]
may be calculated in the new mesh geometry using the same procedures of standard
codes, the main difference occurs by imposing the values of the Cauchy{Stregs, }
and hardening parametér; . ,. These values have to be transferred from the old mesh
h to the new meslh + 1. Reformulation of other matrices and vectors in the new mesh
h + 1 may be done in a similar way as in the case of the stiffness matrix (5). The main
difference is that, in addition to Cauchy stress and hardening parameter, the values of
pore-water pressurgp;, } obtained in the mesh have to be transferred to the new mesh
h + 1 as{""pn+1}. The transfer operation belongs to the remeshing technique to be im-
plemented.

Homogeneous solid presents a particular case of the model (4).
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4. Remeshing Technique

The proposed and developed remeshing technique presents a problem-oriented technique
devoted to simulation of deep penetratimto deformable homogeneous and porous
medium. Generally, the remeshing technique comprises three phases. First, an initial or
background mesh must be chosen. Next, guidelines for the generation of the new mesh
(remeshing decision and new mesh generatiwva)equired and, finally, a procedure for

the transfer of data between the meshes has to be developed.

The initial mesh is assumed to be a background mesh. Its generation takes into ac-
count the experience gained by the authors and other researchers. It presents a structured
guadrilateral mesh with four-node bilinear isopaetric elements ith full integration
for displacement and pore pressure fields. Taeyquite simple for the generation pur-
pose, as well as preventing mesh locking and may be applied for both homogeneous
and porous media. The four Gauss integration points allow us to recover the variation
of the internal variables in the new mesh with sufficient accuracy. The mesh density has
a locally predefined character since the highest stress and strain gradients occur in the
vicinity of the contact zone between the rigid cone and deformable medium. The critical
element size is chosen a priory along tleiact cone surface. This refinement is swept
into both directions, thereby covering the entire solution domain and fitting requirements
of relative element sides.

The moving strategy is chosen for remeshing. The local background mesh with con-
stant characteristic size remains unchanged during the entire operation period. Its lo-
cation is predefined by the location of th@ving cone. Because penetration actually
presents the motion of the cone, driven by displacement incremdantthe mesh is re-
generated at the prescribed incrementsedch increment the new global mesh is then
generated according to the requirementslisghe generation of the background mesh.
The concept of the moving locally predefined (MLP) remeshing is illustrated in Fig. 4.

Most of different remeshing criteria found the literature are based on geometrical
or local error observations. In our problem, the critical distortion occurs at the cone-
sleeve connection. It makes the deformation process irregular, but the main reason for
this is not only the distorted geometry, but the sliding of the element with respect to the
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IL. _____________ —Au
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Fig. 4. lllustration of strategy of theoving locally predefined remeshing.
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corner node. To prevent sudden jumping of the element node from the conical surface of
the cone, which leads to very slow convergence of the equilibrium when using an implicit
time integration schema, a regular remegtfirequency with the predefined displacement
incrementAwu equall /2 to [, wherel is the size of the smallest element, was put forward

as a remeshing indicator.

The remeshing is supplied with a transfer operation of the required state variables.
The coupled model (4) contains two types of internal variables, which have to be trans-
ferred to a new mesh. The pressure figtd is described by primary variables defined at
nodes, while the stress field described by Cauchy sfre$sand internal variables pre-
senting hardening parameteare defined at Gauss points, therefore, a combined transfer
technique with two different procedures has to be used.

The transfer operation at time instartcebetween the new mesh+ 1 and the old
meshh is presented here by linear transformations. For Cauchy stress

{"Thr} = [LH" ™}, (8)

while for pore pressure

{"pria} = [T{"pn}, 9)

where[T;] and[T}] are the respective algebraic transformation matrices.

The moving least square method using superconvergent patch recovery (SPR) tech-
nigque (Zienkiewicz and Zhu, 1992) originally proposed for stress recovery has been ap-
plied to transfer Gauss points variables. The least square procedure is developed on the
basis of a standard FE approximation techniduis assumed that the transferred scalar
variabler over the patclp surrounding the particular assembly points is described by
the same order polynomial function as that present in the shape functions of the finite
element. This polynomial expansion used for each stress component may be written as:

7(z) = [P(z)][al, (10)

where[P] contains the appropriate polynomial terms &afds a set of unknown param-
eters. For our case in which the bilinear quadrilateral elements arg B$ed] = [1, z,
y, Xyl and[a] = [a1, a2, as, a4).

The determination of the unknown parametetlsof the expansion given in equation
(10) is made by ensuring a least square fit of this to the set of Gauss points existing in the
finite element patch considered. In our openatiwocedure, the transfer transformation
(8) gives the stress vallﬁér,iﬂ(:cghﬂ) specified in the single Gauss poirtf the new
meshh + 1 with the stress vectof*"/ («.,)} composed by the stress values in the
Gauss points of the finite element pajch

" (@) = [T (@8, | (11)

wherez,, , andzf,, are the co-ordinates of Gauss points. A transformation matrix
is obtained by a standard least square minimization procedure employing a polynomial
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expression (10):

“p)". (12)

[T] = [P(zgp4)] ([P][P))
Here,[P] = [ﬁ(ax’éh)] is a singular rectangular matrix composed of the same polynomial
expressions (10) defined at the Gauss points of the patch in the old/mé&sie above
procedure (10-11) is also applied to a hardening parametdiatrix [15] is the same for
each component of a transferred variable antth@nly a single evaluation of the inverse
matrix for the patch is necessary.

For the transfer of the node variables a simple interpolation method has been used.
In our operation procedure, the transfer tfanmation (9) gives the pressure value
i1 (x'y,41) specified in the nodal pointof the new mesth + 1 with the pressure
vector {*"p§ (%)} composed of the pressure values in the nodal points of the finite
element:

Ph+1 (th+1 {t7ph Ty, } (13)

wherexy, | andx$;, are the co-ordinates of nodal points. A transformation matrix is
obtained by direct application of a polynomial expression (10):

T,] = [P(@iyy)] [Plabn)] (14)

The main difference of interpolation cqrared to the least square approximation is
that a set of unknown parametérg is uniquely defined in the finite element consid-
ered, while[P(z5;,)] is a nonsingular square matrix composed of the same polynomial
expressions (10) defined at the nodal points of the element in the oldimesh

The developed moving least square and iméation methods are illustrated in Fig. 5.

The transfer operation using the moving least square method consists of the following
steps: constructing the patches from the Gauss points of the old elements mesh (Fig. 5a),
finding the patch where the Gauss point of the new element is (Fig. 5b), transferring
the variables from the Gauss points of the old mesh to the Gauss points of the new mesh
using the polynomial function (Fig. 5¢). The interpolation operation is a similar, but more
simple procedure (Fig. 5d).

The proposed remeshing as regeneration of the mesh together with the transfer of the
state variables to a new mesh is implemented as post-processor type software compatible
with conventional FE codes, while current investigation is implemented into ABAQUS
(1998) environment.

The total incremental coupled non-linear FE analysis with the combined remeshing
technique comprises a loop of operations uthi@ required overall penetration has been
reached. The flow chart of the analysis is presented in Fig. 6. In the case of homoge-
neous medium a transfer procedure isdifred by omitting thenodal transfer of the
pore pressure procedure (9).
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5. Numerical Results and Discussion

Numerical results given below presents a number of examples illustrating the basic fea-
tures of the considered remeshing technique capturing finally the non-linear behavior of
porous solid with respect to different permeability.

Example 1 —cylindrical cavity expansion. The penetration problem can be treated as
the expansion of the cylindrical cavity on the shaft of the penetrometer and the expansion
of the spherical cavity on the tip of penetrometer (Lumhal., 1997). The constant
cylindrical expansion presents a more simple part of the cone penetration problem, the
consideration of which, however, may be used for understanding its role in the entire
behavior of penetration as well as for evaluating the role of remeshing.

The cylindrical expansion was treated numerically by considering an example of fixed
2D axisimetric solution domain. The cavity was expanded from 0 to 20 mm radius by con-
trolling the radial motion of the inner boundafhe solution domain (1.0 m in the radial
direction and 0.1 m in height) was discretised in the 200 four-noded rectangular elements
which form a relatively rough mesh. Such a mesh was taken to increase a possible error
of remeshing technique because it is cleat thith the finer mesh the diffusion from
transferring procedure can only decreabke problem presents a particular case of a
boundary moving with constant velocity, therefore, remeshing should efficiently capture
mesh deformation.

The large displacement problem of axisgtmic cavity expansion is analyzed in an
uncompressible elastic perfectly plastic Mises material. The material has the following
properties: yield stress, = 40 kPa, Young's modulug’ = 30 MPa and Poisson’s ratio
v = 0.495.
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Fig. 6. Flow chart of non-linear coupled FE anadywith moving locally predefined remeshing.

First, one simulation was made without remeshing and two simulations were per-
formed with remeshing: (a) with 4 remeshing steps (per 5 cm of the expansion value);
and (b) with 8 remeshing steps (per 2.5 cm of the expansion value). It is apparent that all
three numerical results agree extremely well.

On the other hand, remeshing may be treated as iterative approximation of geometrical
nonlinearity by geometrically linear models. This approach has already been applied by
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Fig. 7. Resultant expansion force-displacement curves of cavity expansion.

Hu et al. (1999). To verify this approach, the small strain analysis with remeshing was
performed. Three simulations with 4, 8 and 16 remeshing steps during cavity expansion
were made (Fig. 7). Itis clearly seen that when more remeshing steps are used the results
from small strain FE analysis converge toward the results from geometrically nonlinear
FE analysis.

The performed cavity expansion analyses demonstrate that there is no significant drift
in the accuracy of the large displacementioin, due to repeated remeshing, while even
a linear model with remeshing converges to nonlinear response. The reason of the ob-
served performance of the geometrically hioear model is a character of deformation
where one side expansion is predominant and small distortions of the elements occur.
The results illustrate good performance of ratmiag and, at the same time, show that the
main difficulties in simulation of penetration occur not due to overall cavity expansion
but due to the local expansion of a movirape. The mesh regeneration rule used for the
cavity expansion is further utilized for the CPT problem.

Example 2 — an illustration of basic features. This example illustrates basic features
of the developed MLP remeshing for the penetration problem. The standard penetrometer
was modeled as a rigid surface having a small rounded-off radiu® mm. The cone
is placed into a pre-bored hole having the initial depth 0.55 m. The size of the FE
domain was taken equal 10 = 0.625 m,h + H = 1.25 m. The characteristic size of the
locally predefined mesh = 105 mm (Fig. 4). The kinematic boundary conditions are
imposed on the medium-medium boundary of a discretised domain. The motion of the
bottom boundary was assumed to be restricted in the vertical direction, while the right
lateral boundary was restricted in horizontakdition. The initial state of the medium is
defined by the weight = 18 kN/m? and the lateral pressure rafiG, = 1.0. This example
deals with a smooth cone exposing the pétfesliding contact surface, where absolute
displacements and velocities of the solid and the boundary may be differ. The homoge-
neous material is assumed to be elastic-perfectly plastic incompressible Mises material
with Young’s modulust = 30 MPa, Poisson’s ratio = 0.495 and the yield stress,,
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= 40 kPa. The composition of the locally predefined background mesh is illustrated in
Fig. 8a. The displacement increment betwesmeshing steps was taken to be about half
the size of the element on the cone.

The simulation results are illustrated by the loading curve u (Fig. 9) describing
deep penetration of the cone. To investigate the influence of mesh density, four tests using
various meshes with 458, 1632, 3541 and 6472 elements, with 4, 8, 12 and 16 elements
on the cone tip, respectively, have been performed. The cone penetrated the medium until
the displacement of one cone diameter was reached.

The curves obtained by the MLP remeshing technique contain jumps, the frequency
of which is related to the frequency of remeshing steps. The clifzecorresponding to
the simulation with 4 elements on the cone shows the largest jumps while thelGiiize
obtained in the simulation with 16 elements demonstrates the smallest jumps. It indicates
that the size of jumps decrease with increasing the amount of elements.

The convergence of the resistance load by mesh refinement is illustrated in Fig. 10.
The results illustrate the reduction of the jumping amplitude while increasing mesh den-
sity and the convergence of all three curves. The interpretation of the results shows that
jumping has mainly three reasons. The first is related to shifting of the nodal points by

Fig. 8. The locally predefined background mesh useafalysis: a) for homogeneous medium, b) for porous
medium.
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Fig. 9. Loading curve obtained by usindfdrent FE discretisation on the cone.



Moving Locally Predefined Remeshing for Deep Cone Penetration FE Analysis 507

mesh regeneration, the second reason is related to corner node sliding, while the third one
is related to a transfer procedure. Since refinement of the mesh and remeshing interval
are time-consuming processes, it is desired to reach the equilibrium by a coarser mesh
and relatively large remeshing interval. Tgal curves of resistance load are presented in
Fig. 11. As follows from the convergence test, using different approximation approaches,
different smooth loading curvels 2 or 3 may be obtained by the approximation of the
simulation results and theserves converge to one cur2eOn the other hand, examina-

tion of the results gives an opportunity to construct a smooth cudieectly by a coarser

mesh and using a relatively large remeshing interval. Finally, it should be emphasized,
that the remeshing technique developed and implemented in the post-processor software
also comprise the evaluation of the smooth loading curve.

Example 3 — penetrationin homogeneousmedium. The numerical technique discussed
and verified above is applied to simulate c@eaetration in clay. Since water permeabil-
ity of clay is very low, the water in this soil has no time to flow out of the pores when cone
penetration is performed at the standard sp@&&arefore, the cone penetrates the com-
pletely undrained soil (Jamiolkowski al., 1985), and a homogeneous elastic-perfectly
plastic incompressible Mises material may be applied for clay (Ukriteh@h, 1998).
The contact surface is assumed to be rough (i.e., the limit of friction between the pen-
etrometer and clay is equal to clay shear strength).

0.
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Fig. 10. Convergence of resistance load by mesh refinement.
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Fig. 11. Loading curve obtaideby MLP remeshing technique.
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The following material parameters were uséd:= 22.5 MPa,y = 0.495,v =
18 kN/m3, K = 1.0. As follows from the undrained soil analysis, yield stregss re-
lated to undrained shear strengtlras= 2¢,,. Shear strength, can be obtained from the
triaxial compression test and is takencgs= 50 kPa. These parameters define the rigidity
indexI, = 150.

After verification by numerical experiments with a larger domain, the size of a dis-
cretized domain was taken &s= 1.1 m,h + H = 1.8 m. For modeling cone penetration
into 5 m depth the upper part of the mediwmas replaced by the additional external
pressure = 80 kPa on the free upper soil surface. The same boundary conditions and a
background mesh as in the previous simulations where used in this example.

The domain was discretized by 1944 bdar four nodded elements, while soil-cone
interaction is described by the contactfage. The total value of DOF of the model is
equal to 5082. The cone penetrated up to 14 dians. The smoothed load-displacement
curve illustrating cone behavior is shown in Fig. 12.

Quantitative properties are illustrated by a comparison with experimental results,
where the cone factaN, is used a as quality indicator. It relates cone resistance and
material properties. Kurugt al. (1994) have presented the results of a calibration cham-
ber study on CPT in overconsolidated cohesive soils giving an average Valgel5.

The Mises model used here corresponds only to lightly overconsolidated clays. There-
fore, the numerically obtained values for the rough cohe= 14.4 may be considered as
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Fig. 12. The loading curve illustrating conertration in clay as homogeneous medium.
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Fig. 13. The loading curve illustrating cone penetration in porous medium.



Moving Locally Predefined Remeshing for Deep Cone Penetration FE Analysis 509

being in very good agreement with experimental results.

Numerical results prove that the applied remeshing allows us to simulate practically
unlimited penetration illusttang the qualitative power of the suggested technique, while
the comparison of the results with the experiments quantitatively shows the accuracy of
the applied numerical technique.

Example 4 — penetration in porous medium. The last example is aimed to illustrate
the performance of MLP remeshing technique for cone penetration into porous medium
presenting water saturated normally consolidated soil. The friction between a rigid sur-
face and soil was not taken into account, which is a case of the smooth penetrometer. A
medium-medium boundary described by the infinite FE was taken on the right side of the
discretized domain. It allowed us to reduce the size of the FE doma&m0.625 m. The
vertical sizeh + H was taken to be 1.8 m.

Since deep penetration is considered and only a limited area around the cone is mod-
eled by finite elements, the gradient of thertical stress from soil weight and pore water
is of minor importance and a homogeneous initial state of stress and pore pressure can be
introduced into the model at the start of analysis = 0,0 = 80 kPap, = 80 kPa.

For normally consolidated soil the modified Drucker-Prager/Cap model (DPC)
(ABAQUS, 1998) with the following major parameters is used to describe the proper-
ties of the skeleton: Young’s modulés= 5 MPa, Poisson’s ratio = 0.2, friction angle
¢ = 30°, initial hydrostatic compression yield stress, = 80 kPa. The cap hardening
law is defined by the piecewise linear function relating the hydrostatic compression yield
stressp,, and the corresponding volumetric plastic straﬁﬁﬂ, as follows: 10 kPa - 0.0,

300 kPa — 0.0005, 500kPa — 0.0023, 1000 kPa — 0.004, 1500 kPa — 0.0052.

The background mesh with 18 elements on the cone was used in simulation, which
is far enough for obtaining the accuratesu#ts in homogeneous media (Markauskgas
al., 2003; Voyiadjis and Abu-Farsakh, 1997), is shown in Fig. 8b. The entire soil domain
was discretized using a structured mesth 1378 bilinear four nodded elements, while
soil-penetrometer interaction was descdly the contact surface. This mesh provides a
high quality solution to a coupled problem Iéagl to minimal pore pressure oscillations
in the worst case with a very small water permeability value. Stresses and plastic strains
are transferred by moving least square method, while pore pressure is transferred by
interpolation method. In our investigatiosimulation was limited to the displacement
valueu = 260 mm or relative value, = 7d with respect to cone diametér

The validity of remeshing is justified by comparing the simulation results in porous
media described by the coupled model (4) and homogeneous media. For the sake of
comparison, the cone penetration analysis in fully undrained and fully drained soil as
homogeneous medium is made. The modeling results show that in limit cases the differ-
ences between the porous media and the homogeneous media are small, which confirms
the validity of the remeshing technique for the coupled model. The analysis using dif-
ferent soil permeability values is presented in Fig. 13. The curves Irtor® describe
porous media with different permeability ¢ £ = 10> m/s,2 -k = 107% m/s,3 —
k=5-100"m/s,4—k = 107" m/s,5—k =5-10"8m/s,6 —k = 10~ m/s,7 —
E=10""m/s,8 -k = 10719 m/s,9 —k = 10~ m/s), while the curve40 and11
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present homogeneous media. The character of curves from the analysis proves that the
developed remeshing technique provides high quality modeling of deep penetration into
the porous media, since the steady-stateabieh is reached and subsequently followed
with practically unlimited penetration of trene. It can be seen that cone resistance ob-
tained from the numerical simulations increagapidly until it reaches the steady state
conditions at a depth of aboutl2when soil permeability is 10'' m/s, while the steady
state is reached at the depth of aboditwhen permeability ig = 105 m/s. When soil
permeability is 10! m/s, the obtained cone resistance is about two times lower than that
found for soil ermeability of 10-> m/s.

It may be concluded that no excess poresptee is generated and cone penetration
at standard speed is performed in drained conditions when the coefficient of permeability
is higher than 10> m/s. The result obtained is in good agreement with the conclusion
made by van den Berg (1994). But in the considered case, the generated excess pore pres-
sure does not affect cone resistance considerably, when soil permeability is greater than
10-% m/s. The fully undrained condition is aielred when permeability is lower then
10~'° m/s, but the increase of permeability does not affect cone resistance considerably
when permeability is lower than 18 m/s. Cone penetration in intermediate soils is per-
formed under partially drained conditions. Acding to their character of the curve and
permeability thresholds agree well with the numerical results obtained and discussed by
Songet al. (1999).

The profiles of the pore pressure and vertical normal stress corresponding to per-
meability values 107 m/s and 510~" m/s for penetration depth ofdéare depicted in
Fig. 14 and 15. The change of pore pressures and vertical normal stresses clearly indicate
the change of physical nature of porous medium and the steepest degradation of cone
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Fig. 14. Pore pressure and vertical normal stress corresponding to permeabilly—7 m/s.
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N>

Fig. 15. Pore pressure and vertical normal stress corresponding to permeéabiit0~7 m/s.

resistance, when permeability increases from”1@/s to 510~7 m/s. Such a sudden
change of the generated pore pressure causes a significant change in the loading curve.

Finally, it may be concluded that the desped remeshing technique yields physically
reliable results and make possible to investigate the cone penetration in porous medium
in a wide range of permeability.

6. Discussion and Conclusions

The moving locally predefinedrfite element remeshing technique for simulation of rigid
cone penetration into homogeneous andopsrmedia using the Lagrangian approach
is developed. It involves the transfer operation combining both the moving least square
method based on SPR technique and the interpolation method for transfer of state vari-
ables. The developed remeshing technique is implemented into post-processor type soft-
ware compatible with the standard FEM code.

On the basis of the numerical analysis the following conclusions have been drawn:

1. Large distortion of the fite elements and overlapping of the contact surfaces is a
serious obstacle in the application of tt@nventional displaceent finite element
method to large displacement analysist the developed MLP remeshing is able
to overcome numerical difficulties coused by large distortions of the initial mesh
and by contact sliding and to capture thesgly-state penetration behavior.

2. Remeshing technique is supplied with an approximation procedure, which allows
the construction of a smooth loading curve by relatively coarse finite element dis-
cretisation and remeshing frequency.



512 R. Katianauskas, D. Markauskas

3. The developed remeshing technigue is applied to the rough cone test in clay, where
large penetration of penetrometer= 14d is reached. The obtained cone factor
value 14.4 provides good agreement with experimental results and proves the high
quality of the remeshing technique.

4. The developed remeshing technique is applied to modeling deep penetration of
rigid penetrometer into elasto-plastic saturated porous media, which is a very dif-
ficult or insolvable problem using standard FE software. It exposed good perfor-
mance in reaching steady-state behawth the practically unlimited value of
cone displacement. In the present irtigetion, the simulation was stopped at the
displacement value = 260 mm or relative value = 7d with respect to penetrom-
eter diameted.

5. The developed remeshing technique combining different approximation of stress
and pressure fields demonstrates its ability to capture the behavior of porous media
a wide range of permeability and deep cone penetration values. It extends the per-
formance of standard FE software by cinlesing penetration problems which can
hardly be solved by a conventional fixed mesh Lagrangian approach.

6. The moving locally predefined remeshing technique is a universal computational
tool generally compatible with different formulations and may be applied to other
problems, but further research and vestion of technical remeshing details are
required for particular cases.
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Slanki lokaliai apibr ezta baigtiniy element) pergeneravimo technika
kugio formos zondo gilios penetracijos analizei

Rimantas KAV“,IANAUSKAS, Darius MARKAUSKAS

ApraSoma slanki lokaliai apibzta baigtini elemeny tinklo pergeneravimo technika, skirta
kugio formos standaus zondo giliai penetradif@mogenir ir poringgja terge modeliuoti. Sitech-
nika realizuota postprocesoriaus tipo programa suderinama su staaaestBEM programomis.
Siuloma technika apima ir kintagju perkelimo i, skirtingus tinklus operacija, taikant slamii
maziaugi kvadrati metod itempimams ir interpoliavimo metadskgiams perkelti. Paslytas
metodasgalino iSvengti skaitini sunkuny del didelio Langranzo tinklo iSsikraipymo ir kontak-
tinio praslydimo, ir taip pasiekti nusistejus, buvi modeliuojant kigio penetraci i tampriaja plas-
tine homogenig, o taip pat poringja terge ir ismeigiant kig, iki keleto kugio skersmein.



